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Dear Ms Hegarty, 

Re: Planned Improvement Work by Network Rail at Moray Place, Strathbungo, Glasgow 

We are writing on behalf of the Strathbungo Society regarding the outcome of our site meeting with 

you on the 31st July 2015. The meeting was brokered by our MP Alison Thewliss and attended by 

Glasgow City councillor David Meikle, in response to the concerns of residents about the proposed 

improvement work. 

Having undertaken our own vegetation survey, and been in receipt shortly before the meeting of 

Network Rail’s Boundary Measure Renewal Proposal Form with corresponding photographs, both 

parties are in agreement as to which parts of the barrier are in need of attention. 

As explained at the meeting, a number of factors regarding local conditions had not been taken into 

consideration in completing the risk assessment, resulting, we believe, in an unjustified high level of 

risk. Similarly the Environment Appraisal, whilst noting the conservation status of the area which 

extends to the middle of the track, failed to note that the boundary affronts four terraces of listed 

buildings including the internationally recognised terrace designed by, and home of, the Glasgow 

architect Alexander “Greek” Thomson.  

The Strathbungo Society’s view remains that addressing the areas of weakness identified jointly in 

Network Rail’s Boundary Measure Renewal Proposal Form and the Society’s Vegetation Survey by 

infilling the gaps with appropriate vegetation to form an impenetrable barrier remains the most 

appropriate and cost efficient solution. However the Strathbungo Society recognises that Network 

Rail does not consider this a viable option.  

Two outcomes from the meeting were that 

1. Regarding the use of weldmesh fencing, we were asked to suggest alternatives for you to 

take forward to Ben Edwards, Director of Asset Management,  that are more appropriate to 

the setting. 



2. Network Rail would clarify its boundary. 

The Fence 

Given the nature of the location, we feel very strongly that industrial-style security fencing is wholly 

inappropriate in this residential, historic and architecturally significant setting, and an alternative 

must be found.  

We propose an alternative hoop-type fence to be submitted. This is a similar in design to the existing 

fence, and is available at 1.4m height to suit Network Rail’s purposes. Several sample photographs 

are attached, from a variety of suppliers, several of whom have worked with Network Rail 

previously. 

The Boundary 

No further information has been forthcoming from Network Rail regarding their boundary. The 

modern title maps available to Network Rail are clearly inconsistent and erroneous, and it has long 

been our view that the railway boundary does not extend to the existing hooped metal fence on 

Moray Place. Given that all buildings in Strathbungo derive from an original feuing of a single large 

plot of land in 1859, it is extremely likely that the real boundary would be a continuous straight line, 

not the jagged line represented by the title maps. These maps are meant to be representative, not 

necessarily accurate. Network Rail not unreasonably wishes to place the fence on their boundary. 

Historical research in the Mitchell Library has uncovered two maps that show the location of the 

railway boundary. 

The first, from 1859, shows an unexecuted feuing plan for the land of Strathbungo, but the map 

includes the pre-existing boundary wall along the railway, which extended from what is now 1 

Moray Place to approximately 21 Moray Place, and the hedge that continues this line to the end of 

the feued land, corresponding to the back lane of Carswell Gardens. The wall clearly predates the 

buildings of Strathbungo, and thus likely dates from the construction of the railway c 1840. 

The second, from 1875, which includes proposals for the construction of Strathbungo Station, again 

shows the same wall, but now also the relative position of the Victorian buildings in Moray Place, the 

building line of these being 50 feet from the wall. 

This wall still exists from 1-6 Moray Place, and the post and wire fence in front of the red sandstone 

terraces at the other end of Moray Place appears to follow the line of the boundary also. The hedge 

present in 1859 was replaced by a sleeper fence at the same position by 1928 (photographic 

evidence), and later by the current fence. The metal hooped fence is, however, 5 feet nearer the 

houses than the original boundary wall. Thus the boundary fence should follow the line of the 

original wall and hedge, and 5 feet back from the current hooped fence, namely 50 feet from the 

building line of the terraces. 

Small scale copies of the maps are included for your information. 

Summary 

In summary, we provide evidence of the location of the railway boundary, and propose a style of 

fencing in keeping with Strathbungo’s historic and conservation status to be placed along it. We trust 



this provides a solution that would be mutually acceptable to all parties, and we would be willing to 

work hard to convince residents to accept the necessity of the work, and the solution proposed.   

We look forward to meeting with you to discuss the proposal and next steps. 

We also enclose a summary of the action points from the last meeting, for the record.  

We look forward to your response. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Ann Downie, Heather Alexander, Fiona MacKinnon 

on behalf of the Strathbungo Society  



List of enclosures: 

Feuing map of Strathbungo, 1859. Mitchell Library. Original is approx A1 size. 

Strathbungo Station plans, 1875. Mitchell Library. Original is approx A1 size. 

Photographs of proposed style of railing. 

Photograph of fencing at Moray Place, at Carswell Gardens & at Vennard Gardens, c 1928. Mitchell 

Library. 

Summary of discussion points from meeting July 31st, compiled by Teresa Mooney. 

  



Feuing Map of Strathbungo, unexecuted, 1859. Mitchell Library 

Map shows pre existing wall and hedge marking the railway boundary; the railway predates the 

buildings in Strathbungo. 

  



Plan  of proposal for construction of Strathbungo Station, 1875. Mitchell Library 

Strathbungo Station opened in 1877, after most of the Victorian terraces were built. This map was 

drawn to permit purchase of further land on the opposite side of the railway, although the station 

was ultimately not constructed as shown. However it also again shows the boundary wall, and the 

Moray Place terraces, exactly 50 feet from it.  

  



Railing Examples 

Examples of replacement railings, similar in design to existing fencing in Moray Place, but higher – 

Network Rail require a minimum height of 1.4m.  

 

 

http://www.northamptonsecurityfencing.co.uk/bow-top-fencing.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.northamptonsecurityfencing.co.uk/bow-top-fencing.htm


Photograph of Moray Place at Carswell Gardens, c.1928, Mitchell Library 

This shows the line of sleeper fence, which replaced a previous hedge at the railway boundary. Note 

it is set well back from the Moray Place kerb. 

 

Photograph of Moray Place at Vennard Gardens, c.1928, Mitchell Library 

This shows the sleeper fence, along the railway boundary. Note the metal hooped fence has been 

placed much nearer the kerb of Moray Place than the boundary wall it replaced. The boundary wall 

still exists at 1-6 Moray Place. The metal hooped fence is not on the railway boundary, but on land 

belonging to the residents of Moray Place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Agreements from the site visit on 31st July 2015: 

 

1. NR will provide a copy of a map of sufficient scale to show unequivocally where their 

boundary is in order to allow it to be identified on the ground.   

2. NR will confirm a date on which 1 above, will be provided. 

3. NR will send a copy or link to the law and/or regulation that states that they have an 

obligation to site any fence that they erect anywhere to be precisely on their boundary line.   

4. NR will arrange another meeting well in advance of any works commencing, to which the 

Project Manager for NR, Ian Morrison will attend as well as the contractor who will be 

carrying out any works for NR, will be invited.   

5. At the meeting confirmed as per 4 above, the Project Manager (Ian Morrison) contractor 

and reps from NR will show reps from the Strathbungo Society and residents of Moray Place, 

exactly where on the ground any new fencing will be put in and precisely what 

trees/vegetation will be removed.  NR boundary will be physically marked.   

6. NR at the meeting confirmed as per 4 above, will note how any proposed fencing is actually 

to be erected by the contractor.  

7. NR will consider proposals for alternative types of fencing that are more in keeping with the 

conservation status of the area, sourced by members of the Strathbungo Society and 

residents of the area.   

8. NR will ask Ben Edwards, Director of Asset Management for NR to consider the proposals for 

fencing sourced as per 6 above.    

9. Lindsay Saddler, Area Director Scotland West (NR) will consider speaking to the Community 

Council in Pollokshields as well as Pollokshields Heritage about plans that NR now have to 

erect a fence along unidentified sections of Darnley Road, parallel to Moray Place.    

 


