YOUR ADDRESS HERE
Dear Sainsbury’s Store Product Manager,
I am writing with regard to the new Sainsbury’s Local store in Pollokshields which is due to open next month. 
Firstly I would like to say that I’m very happy to have such easy access to a small supermarket so it’s great that you’re opening in the area.
I do, however, have an issue with your standard stock list for Sainsbury’s Local stores – indeed even the advertising on the as yet uncompleted store. 

At present Pollokshields has a thriving (or maybe just surviving) local community of shopkeepers. We are very adequately served with greengrocers, chemists, florists and small general stores. We also have a butcher. It is easy for us to purchase basics from the existing shops and I would not want to see their trade compromised by Sainsbury’s which is a giant by comparison.

I would far rather that the Sainsbury’s Local store stocked items that I can’t get locally and which I have to travel to another supermarket to get. That way Sainsbury’s is providing benefit to the local community, as they have to travel less for their shopping, whilst safeguarding local businesses and instead competing with other large supermarkets. 

Local stores are small and shelf space is limited so I think it would be beneficial to Sainsbury’s to stock what people can’t already get rather than what they can buy in any number of local shops.
I have therefore prepared a list of what I would love this Sainsbury’s Local store to stock. I will happily buy these products from Sainsbury’s rather than travel further a field for them.

cream cheese

Raclette cheese or similar
Yeo Valley Yoghurt Full fat plain esp 1kg tubs

Organic full fat milk

Little Ones eco nappies

Hummus

Falafel

Nice olives

Frozen foods e.g. petit pois, edamame beans, fish fingers,  
Prawns

Pizza & healthy ready meals

Chilled soup

Smoothies

Innocent fruit tubes

Ice cream and frozen yoghurt in tubs not bars

Hellmans mayonnaise
Heinz Tomato Ketchup

Own brand fair-trade tea and coffee
Sugar – soft brown and muscovado

Ready Brek, Oatibix/Weetabix/Porridge oats, granola
Biscuits for cheese

Cooking and baking items esp bread flour & Baking powder
Cleaning items esp Ecover, Method, Own brand eco products

Laundry items esp Ecover, Method, Own brand eco products

Wholegrain rice, pasta and couscous
Tinned fish

Tinned tomatoes

Gherkins and capers

Nice sea salt

Fruit jellies, custards and deserts 

Kids healthy snacks e.g. little boxes of raisins, organix range, rice cakes

Nuts

Decent croissants, pain au chocolat etc

Please do not stock the following products as these items are widely available at local retailers and to stock these things would be a deliberate act of competition with members of the local community who rely on their shops for their livelihoods. 

Non-organic milk

Sliced bread, in fact no bread at all unless frozen garlic bread type things
Tinned soup
Sweet biscuits unless very unique i.e. not stocked by local shops

Fruit and veg unless vastly different from what’s already offered in the local shops e.g. ready prepared veg for stir fries, chopped fruit salad etc
Pharmacy items – we have 2 pharmacies in the area
Alcohol unless distinctly different products from what’s already on offer locally

Pampers or Huggies nappies

Flowers – we have 3 florists locally

I am confident that Sainsbury’s will honour their pledge to be a responsible retailer and will see the benefit in competing in a healthy manner with larger supermarkets as opposed to small local retailers and look forward to eating some butchers sausages on Cassegrain lentils in a few weeks time.

Yours sincerely

