Strathbungo Society

Minutes of Committee Meeting

Monday 19th January 2009
Grianach
Present: 
Scott Mackay, Lynne Flower, Elaine Dearie, Joanna Murphy, Teresa Mooney, 
Andrew Downie, Stephen Rees, Laura Moodie (minutes)
Apologies: 
James Limb
1.
Welcome and Apologies
Scott welcomed the committee and passed on James’s apoligies. Laura volunteered to minute the meeting,
2.
Minutes and Matters Arising
The minutes from 17th November were reviewed and approved for posting online.
ACTION
· Matt to post minutes online 
3.
Finance

Lynne Flower provided accounts details.
The account balance stands at £2055.36, after accounting for all cheques written but not cashed.

All costs for the December newsletter have been paid.

Invoices for advertising in the December newsletter are yet to be sent. £75 remains outstanding from the Autumn newsletter. Lynne will chase payment when she sends the December invoice to Southside Speakers.
Lynne chased donors regarding gift aid. There are around 12 donors who have not responded and she will contact HMRC to discuss how to proceed.
Scott submitted his receipt for Bungo At The Bells entertainments,

ACTION

· Lynne to contact HMRC
4.
Communications
NEWSLETTER

The newsletter was published in mid December. Andrew asked to receive feedback where delivery was delayed. For example, some residents on Vennard Gardens and Regent Park Square did not receive newsletters until Hogmanay or the day before. This can be a problem when the newsletter is advertising events or advertisers are promoting specific offers, 
Teresa asked whether the newsletter was distributed to the Library, Laura said she would put future issues in Pollokshields Library.

Scott suggested the next issue contain a detailed article on fly-tipping, including the days of the week bullk uplifts are made for tenement blocks, the bulk uplift contact number and the special helpline number for elderly residents. He also offered to have his phone number printed to assist residents who were experiencing difficulty arranging uplift with transporting items to Polmadie. It was also agreed that councillors contact details should be printed so people can get in touch with them regarding fly-tipping,

Action

· All to feedback to Andrew when newsletters delivered in future.

· Laura to put future newsletters in library.

· Laura to contact councillors and council re: bulk uplift.

ONLINE
the website has been quiet since BATB. Society Facebook page now has 50 members,
5.
Environment
LIMITED BACK LANES PROJECT

LANDSCAPING

Scott has drafted a pre-consultation letter to be sent to all residents who share ownership of the Nithsdale Rd/Regent Park Square lanes and the adjacent Moray Place lane regarding closing off the lanes at Moray Place/RPS and Nithsdale Rd/Pollokshaws Rd in order to restore them, Several residents pointed out that the collapsed wall at MP/RPS effectively meant that road was currently closed off and there has been a noticeable increase in traffic through the other Nithsdale Rd exit.
ACTION

· Scott to send letter by end of January

LANDSCAPING PROPOSALS
Andrew has contacted Entrust regarding spending money on purchasing two of the four new planters for Nithsdale Rd. This would not be acceptable as a streetscape is not classified as a public amenity. Instead, Scott will apply for a grant to purchase the planters from the Southside Committee. He believes this will be forthcoming. Teresa pointed out that the built planter had already been repaired. She suggested that we spend the money on making that area of Nithsdale Rd a public amenity – for example by siting a work of public art there, commissioning a bespoke bench and a litter bin. Andrew said he would discuss this option with Entrust and if it was not acceptable, see if we could give the money to the Govanhill Baths Trust.

ACTION

· Scott to apply for grant for planters on Nithsdale Rd by end of January.
· Andrew to suggest creating green space to Entrust.

6.
Planning and Licensing

Regent Bar 
No further news had been received regarding the application for covered seating. Enforcement officers have been contacted regarding the new facade.

Mulberry St
Elaine and Joanna expressed concern about the way enforcement officers had dealt with the outdoor seating area. It was felt that while the Society had no objection to the seating currently in place at Mulberry St, there is an important principle at stake regarding objectivity and fairness in planning issues,

ACTION

· Scott to contact councillor regarding enforcement issues generally.
7.
Events
BUNGO AT THE BELLS

It was agreed that the event had been a great success. In particular, the mystery piper added merriment to the proceedings. 
ACTION

· Laura to place appeal in newsletter to discover who the mystery piper was so the Society can pass on its thanks.
SPRING EVENT

Teresa has contacted Park Gallery who would be happy to help run a children’s art competition,
Joanna will book the Queens Park Parish Church hall for Saturday 21st March. This is a couple of weeks before Easter and coincides with the Famers’ Market.
Elaine is happy for the litter pick-up distribution point to be outside Grianach.

Joanna stressed, however, that to have a bigger event than usual at this time of year would mean finding new volunteers.

Laura suggested tapping into the Facebook contacts

Teresa suggested getting children involved, particularly with organising the littler pick-up.

It was decided to hold a event-planning meeting on February 9th at Grianach,
ACTION

· Laura to make and distribute poster for event organising volunteers
· Scott to issue invite on Facebook page
· Joanna and Teresa to encourage children to get involved
· Joanna to book church hall
· ALL to find new volunteers.
8. 
AOB

Joanna suggested we arrange the date for Bungo In The Back Lanes. It was decided that this year it will be held on Saturday 20th June.
Stephen Rees asked if the society had any information regarding the converted property next to the motorbike school

Joanna said the issue had been discussed in the past. The building was converted into two flats and the fire escape added without planning consent. Retrospective consent was refused and so the flats cannot be let. It appears they have been left to deteriorate and the roof now looks in danger of collapse.

The next meeting is will be on 
16th February at GRIANACH at 7.30 pm
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