Strathbungo Society

Minutes of Committee Meeting

Monday 20th October 2008

Grianach
Present: 
Scott Mackay, Lynne Flower, Matt Moodie, Teresa Mooney, Margaret Gillan, James Limb, Andrew Downie, Elaine Dearie. 

Apologies: 
Stephen Lamb, Laura Moodie.
1.
Welcome and Apologies
Scott welcomed the group to the meeting. Apologies were received from the above members.
2.
Minutes and Matters Arising
The minutes from 15th September were reviewed and accepted. 
In view of the change of secretary from Elaine Dearie to James Limb, the communication files will be moved to James’ house. Scott has offered the use of his PO Box as a postal address for the society, which depersonalises the communication. This will be adopted as the contact address for the society, which has the added benefit of avoiding address changes with future committee changes.

3.
Finance

The current balance is £2419.60 following the newsletter costs. A donation of £10 was received for hedge cutting.

The gift aid submission is still required
ACTION

· Lynne will discuss the Gift Aid return with Joanna Murphy
· Lynne will contact Laura Moodie regarding cheques for the newsletter

4.
Communications
NEWSLETTER

The pdf of the newsletter is available from the website, and the paper copies should be delivered in the next few days. Andrew Downie plans to coordinate the distribution of the newsletters.
Website / Blog

Matt has added the links to Historic Scotland from the website.
ACTION

· Andrew will organise distribution of the newsletter on arrival
5.
Environment
LIMITED BACK LANES PROJECT

Scott has drafted an initial consultation letter to be distributed to the properties affected by the potential closure of the back lanes. This is currently with the council, who are checking the wording.

LANDSCAPING

There has not been any further communication from the council regarding the landscaping by the roundabout on Nithsdale Road. Andrew Downie reported that ENTRUST felt the planters do not fulfil the criteria laid down for funding. It was felt by the committee that the society would aim to pay for this if the ENTRUST money falls through.

OTHER ISSUES

Matt Moodie brought up the subject of the air quality meter at the Nithsdale Road / Pollokshaws Road junction. As far as all concerned knew, no planning permission had been granted, yet the meter had been in place for over a year.

ACTION

· Scott will chase up the consultation letter

· Scott will also discuss the air quality meter at his next contact with the planning department

6.
Planning and Licensing

21 Regent Park Square

The application to change a window to a door at the basement front of the property, and for internal alterations was REJECTED. The society had opposed this on the grounds altering the appearance of the terrace. There may be an appeal.

Mulberry

Mulberry’s application for canopies has been refused. However, the enforcement officer is refusing to take action. A similar situation had occurred at Mise en Place, who appealed and were given permission to erect canopies. Given this local decision, it was thought to be likely that should Mulberry appeal, the decision would probably be reversed. The outside seating involves a different licence, which has been granted.

48 Queen Square

It was noted that following the sale of the basement and middle floors around two years ago, the two floors now appear to be being used as separate flats, despite no planning application being submitted. There was already an existing door at ground level; no new access has been made.

ACTION

· Scott will look into the current planning / deeds regarding 48 Regent Park Square

7.
Events
Autumn Event / Coffee Morning

There will not be an autumn event this year.

BUNGO AT THE BELLS

· James has volunteered to be the point of contact for Bungo at the Bells
· The event will be at 53 Queen Square / 18 Moray Place
· Andrew has agreed to provide music via the PA system
· Teresa can provide saucepans, disposable cups, sweets for children, and a gazebo (with a further two gazebos from the society if required). There will be power available at the parking area
· A group to erect the marquees in the daytime will be chosen nearer the time
· Scott will purchase ingredients for the mulled wine 
· James will organise the leaflets to be distributed around Queen Square detailing the request for limited parking, and the proposed alteration of traffic flow. Joanna may have an existing leaflet.
· The hope is that we will be able to have the distal end of Queen Square free of cars by midnight, that we can place bollards temporarily partly over the entrance to Queen Square to reduce traffic entering the street, and divert any cars that do come down along the back lanes for the couple of hours around the event. In previous years, the police have been generally supportive of this brief diversion. Teresa has some bollards available.
SPRING EVENT

Various ideas were discussed for an event in the spring. This may be based around the coffee-morning format, but the hope is to involve children more in the proceedings. Ideas so far include

· Easter timed / themed event (? Egg treasure hunt)
· Plant sale
· Involving children in planting of flower for later in the year (possibly in a new planter by the roundabout?)
· Face painting (Stephen mentioned that the previous Secretary of the Community Council is now head of the Southside festival, and may have access to such things)
ACTION

· James will contact Joanna about the leaflets, and update for BATB 2008
· Other BATB jobs nearer the time, as described above
· ALL to consider ideas for the Spring event, which will be planned at the November meeting
8. 
AOB

WASTE BINS

Margaret raised the possibility of having bins on the lamp-posts in the streets to reduce litter. Scott will bring this up with the council

DISTURBANCE IN THE BACK LANES

There has been a very positive response to the increased police presence in the lanes, and calls to the contact number have been promptly attended. The committee felt there had been a lot less trouble in the last month.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Scott will follow up a suggestion about Neighbourhood watch with the Community Council. A co-ordinator would need to be found for the project.

ACTION

· Scott to discuss the waste bins with the council at the next meeting

The next meeting will be on 17th November at GRIANACH at 7.30 pm
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