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Regent Park Square
Built c.1865

A photograph from 1906 appears in Old Queen’s Park (Eric Eunson, Richard Stenlake
Publishing, 1995). It clearly shows the design of the railings on the steps, and a
different, and much plainer, design on the street boundary. It also shows very ornate
double lamp standards which stood in the roadway, and which unsurprisingly are long
gone. In the distance one can see four stone gate pillars, the inner posts again in the
roadway, and again long gone. Contrary to popular belief, there were no gates, only
the posts, and | have been unable to find any evidence to support the existence of
gates at the end of the squares. Double lamp standards were placed atop the inner
pillars, matching those seen in the foreground.

Many examples of the front step railings remain, to a spear design, butitigsrail

the street boundary have been removed. The only remaining examples to this design
are the property boundary separating 1 & 2 Moray Place, and a gate, and badly
buckled section of fence hidden in a hedge, at 12 Queen Square.

Regents Park Square
in 1906 (above) and
the only surviving
original gate in
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Moray Place

1-10 Moray Place built 1861 Alexander Thomson

11-17 Moray Place built c.1865

18-25 Moray Place built c.1874

26-33 Moray Place built ¢.1877-79

Moray Place (Vennard — Carswell) — see under Gardens

Evidence from old photographs of 1-10, 18-25 & 26-33 Moray Place show the same
railing pattern as that seen in detail in the Regent Park Square photograph of 1906.
One photograph of 18 Moray Place also just includes the corner of 17 Moray Place,
and the pattern is again the same.

Old photographs of 1-10 Moray Place show hedges at the front, but also suggest the
remains of the same railing pattern in the base of the hedge. The preseneetioha s

of such railing in the front garden of 1-2 Moray Place supports this theory. Thus the
same plain pattern was present in front of all four Victorian terraces inyNftaae.

Lamp standards also existed atop the stone bases immediately in front of the doors of
1-10; one of these can be seen in an eaffyc2dtury photograph. A street lamp
standard can also be seen, but probably not original.
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The photographs also show detail of the lamp standards present in front of the other
Moray Place terraces at that time. Examples still exist, albeit ia@idated state,
and some hidden inside trees, in Marywood Square.

Above: 18-25 Moray Place, showing plain railings, and typical lamp standards.In the
foreground the same railings can be seen on the corner of No. 17. Cast iron dec
and a windvane can be seen along the ridge line at both ends of the terrace on the
original negative. One of the windvanes is all that survives.

Below: 26-33 Moray Place. The same railings and lampstandards are again seen.
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Queen Square
North side built c.1866

Examples of the front step railings still exist on many properties on the nbetbfs

Queen Square. These are a spear design, as in Regent Park Square. A photograph of
13 & 14 Queen Square in the Mitchell Library shows both the front step railings, and
the plain street railings we have already seen in Moray Place and Regkr@quare.

As noted previously, the only remaining examples are the property boundary
separating 1 & 2 Moray Place, and the gate and fence sections at 12 Queen Square.

Recently a section of street railing has been reinstated in Queen Sqogréhesi

pattern on the front steps. Although not strictly historically accurate, #kesrfor a

more pleasing and uniform appearance than the original design. See also PoBokshaw
Road Tenements.

Nos 13 & 14 Queen Square in 1924, now renumbered as 28 & 30.

South Side built ¢.1879-81

The south side of Queen Square was the first with a more ornate design,eliLisyrat
another 1924 photograph. The step railings still exist on many properties, and were
also used on the steps of the earlier 18-25 Moray Place, and also can be found on
buildings in Queen’s Drive. The end posts are more ornate than those on Moray Place,
with a square design that is then reproduced on the gate posts at the street boundary.
The railings themselves are simpler, with closely spaced vertical fadteimating

height. A short section still exists to the side of the front garden at 51 Queer,Squa

at the boundary of the back lane entrance.
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The south side of Queen Square in 1924.

A double hoop pattern of railing is visible between the properties, but the age of this is
unknown. A lamp standard can also be seen just inside the railings on one property.

Queen Square, detail of railings, and (inset) surviving railing at 51 Queen Square
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Marywood Square
(formerly Princes Square)

North side built ¢.1878-9
South side built c.1886-8

A 1924 Mitchell Library photograph of 3 & 4 Princes Square is the only evidence so
far for this street. Following renaming of the street to Marywood Squak®in a
confusion with Princes Square in central Glasgow, and renumbering of the houses,
these are now 8 & 10 Marywood Square.

The step railings are still in evidence, but as elsewhere the street boumliagy r

were all removed during the second world war, as part of Lord Beaverbrook’s
campaign to recycle them into Spitfires. Rumour has it that the metal was all
worthless, and was dumped at sea, although in reality they were likely used éor mor
mundane products.

The 1924 photo reveals a surprisingly ornate design of railing, one which is not seen
elsewhere in Strathbungo, and which does not match the design on the steps. This
complex ornate design can be found elsewhere, such as in Queen’s Drive. One
example is the Ewington Hotel, which dates from the mid 1890s.

| have not found any photographs of the south side of Marywood Square, but the
marks on the coping stones suggest the same design was present on both side of the
street.

3 & 4 Princes Square, 1924, and (inset) railings at Queen’s Drive & Victoria Road
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Original lamp standards still exist in Marywood Square, apparentld listé in a
poor state of repair. There is also a large lamp standard with a Thomsonesque design;
another to this design survives outside the Ewington Hotel.

Two types of lamp standard in
Marywood Square. The first
was the common design also
seen in Moray Place. The
second has a more ornate p
and base, possibly a Greek
Thomson design, and
certainly in his style. An
identical post stands outside
the Ewington Hotel on
Queen’s Drive. The base is
marked “Oak Foundry”.
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The Gardens

34-54 Moray Place ¢.1928
Vennard Gardens ¢.1928-9
Thorncliffe Gardens ¢.1928-9
Carswell Gardens ¢.1928-9
Titwood Road ¢.1928-9

Photographs of Carswell Gardens and Thorncliffe Gardens from 1928-30, just after
the houses were built, show a plain pattern of closely spaced vertical bars afunifor
height.

Two 1928 views of
Carswell Gardens, the
second at the corner
of Moray Place
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There are railings that still exist in Vennard Gardens which match titespayet
have a central art deco feature; this is presumed to be an original variation.

Railings in Vennard Gardens, probably original. The central gate & railing feature
is painted white in this example. The design is present on several adjacent properties.

Electric lamp standards with a curved lamp holder and downward facing shade appear
in the gardens and on Moray Place.

Detail of Moray
Place, from

1 1928 view of

~ " Carswell
Gardens &
Moray Place
(left) and
Vennard
Gardens (right)
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Pollokshaws Road Tenements
(formerly Regents Park Terrace)

Block 1 (Nithsdale — Regent Park Square) built c.1865

Block 2 (Regent Park Square — Queen Square) ¢.1865

Block 3 (Queen Square — Princes (Marywood) Square) ¢.1867
Block 4 (Princes (Marywood) Square — Vennard Gardens) ¢.1869

No pre-war photographs have been found depicting the tenements, but the postcard of
Vennard Gardens (reproduced in Eunson’ Old Queen’s Park) does include detail of
the railings around the Block 4, if not the building itself. This shows a spear design
very similar to that on the steps on the north side of Queen Square, and this has been
confirmed by a current resident, who can recall their removal during the war.

Vennard Gardens ¢.1928
The railings around the end
of the last Pollokshaws
Road tenement building are
visible in the foreground.

Examples are also still present on some of the front steps, although the speaetips ha
been cut away in some cases.

Detail of front steps of tF
tenement between Queer
Marywood Squares, showil
the same spear design as v
used on the north side of Que
Square, and matching that
the Vennard Garder
photograph.

The same design was usec
the street boundary.
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Further Information

Contact me if you wish further information on any of the following:

Historic photographs of Strathbungo
Railings research

Repair and restoration of railings
Council 50% grants

List of contractors

Or if you can add or correct any information presented here.

Feel free to leave contact details or comments on the Strathbungo Societg websi
www.bungoblog.com

Andrew Downie
52 Marywood Square

0141 423 4973

adownie@doctors.org.uk

Railings of Strathbungo 12



